CHURCH STUFF
(A newdetter for Catholic cadets)
Week of 18 August, 2002

To my Catholic brothers and sistersin the Corps:

Welcome back to another year of CHURCH STUFF.

And welcome back to another year in generd.

And an especid welcome to Cathaolicsin the Class of 2006 as you join the Catholic
community a West Point.

It was a busy summer here, but to be honest, we missed having lots of you around.

Good to have you back.

I'd like to suggest that an apt theme for the year be JESUS CHRIST.

Asit saysin Hebrews 138 -

JESUS CHRIST isthe same - yesterday, today and tomorrow.
So | open thisfirs CHURCH STUFF with part of the ancient Irish "Prayer of St. Patrick™:

| arise today
through God's strength to direct me,
God's might to uphold me,
God's wisdom to guide me,
God's eye to look before,
God's ear to hear me,

God's word to speak to me,
God's hand to guard me,
God'sway to lie before me,
God's shidld to protect me,
God's hogs to save me from snares of devils,
from temptation of vices,
from everyone who shdl wish meill,
afar and anear,
adone and in amultitude,

Chrigt be with me, Christ within me,

Chrigt behind me, Christ before me,
Chrigt besde me, Christ towin me,
Chrig to comfort and restore me,

Chrigt beneath me, Christ above me,

Chrigt in quiet, Chrigt in danger,

Chrigt in hearts of dl who love me,

Chrigt in mouth of friend or stranger.

Amen,



May JESUS CHRIST be your support and your foundation this year, and may you and he
grow ever closer until you become one.

THINGS CATHOLICS CAN DO:
PLEBE RETREAT
Theannud PLEBE RETREAT will be held over Ring
Weekend at Camp Buckner. If yourea Cow or a
Y earling and have adesire to help out as a member of
the Team, please let me know.

CADET SUNDAY MASS
IS celebrated every Sunday in WH5300 at 1715.
GymA is OK to wear (or running suit).

DAILY MASS
Every weekday (not Saturday) at 0630 in the
Catholic Chaplain's Office in Washington Hall.

LECTOR, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Lots of you have expressed interest in participating
a Chapel as Lectors, Ushers or Eucharigtic Minigters.
I'll be sending out info about these after Labor Day
Weekend.

PARISH PICNIC
The Fall PARISH PICNIC will be hed a Camp
Buckner on Sunday, 8 September. Mass
will be celebrated at noon, followed by the picnic.
Transportation will be provided for cadets. More
details to follow.

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN SOMETHING?

If you have any interest in joining a Cadet Catholic

organization, you can sign up on CLUB NIGHT

(Tuesday, 20 September). Herés alist of possibilities.
CATHOLIC CHOIR
RELIGIOUS ED TEACHERS
UNITED CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP
RCIA (How to Become a Catholic)
THAYER CIRCLE (A discusson group)
MILITARY COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC

WOMEN



CATHOLIC FOLK GROUP
BIBLE STUDY
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Let me know if you want any info on any of them.

DID YOU KNOW?
WHY BE CATHOLIC?

Anglican historian Owen Chadwick, in his book "The Popes and European Revolution”

comments
The religious world of Haydn and Mozart had
the characterigtics of the Catholic eighteenth century,
that it was aworld of happy rdigion...Like rococco architects,
these were not men of an otherworldly religion, or (if they were)
the other world was close to this world and permeated al
its baing.

Precisdly.

Perhaps without realizing it, Professor Chadwick put his finger on the essence, the genius,
the fundamenta orientation of Catholiciam, that agpect of our heritage which digtinguishes us
from dl other great world religions.

We bdieve that the sacred is everywhere, that it lurks among us, sanctifying everything. We
live in haunted houses, enchanted by the Holy Spirit.

God isnaot (only) digtant.

God isamong usin the water, the bread and wine, the ail, the body of the beloved.

And in the sun and the moon and the gtars, in reconciliation after quarrels, in the touch of a
friendly hand, in aglorious summer sunrise, in a chill winter sunset behind a frozen leke, ina
familiar face seen in a crowd after many years of absence, in the cool waters of summer and the
blazing fire of winter, in chocolate ice cream (with raspberry sauce!), in ajoyous romp with our
lover.

Graceis everywhere.

All isgrace!

Alone of the mgor world religions, Catholicism affirms life, affirms flesh, affirms pleasure,
afirmsat and musc, affirms a God who is present in the objects and events and persons of
daly life

Hence we have angels and saints and soulsin purgatory and stained glass and statues and
Mary the Mother of Jesus.

They dl remind us of the presence of God in the Sacraments aswell asin dl the sacraments
of our world...

Catholics know with . Therese that God is nothing but mercy and love.

They know with the Irish Dominican poet Paul Murray that God loves us so much thet if any

one of us should cease to exist He would die of sadness.



They know with the American theologian Robert Barron that God cannot help but love us
with the tender love of amother.

Thereisadiginctively Catholic imagination - sacramentd, liturgica, andogicd, cdl it what
you wish - which enables Catholics to see the world through a different set of lenses...

Catholiciam isthus areligion of festivity and celebration, of holidays and parties, of a sacred
cdendar, of Christmas cribs and Easter lilies, of processions and pilgrimages, of seasons and
colors, of specid prayers and specid patrons.

They aredl part of the explanation of why Catholicism is a happy religion and why it isfun to
be Cathalic.

The other dimengion of Catholicism which is so dtractive to Catholicsisits emphasson
community - an emphasis which is diametricaly opposed to the emphasis on the individud
which is so much part of American culture,

Catholicism teaches and Catholics believe in their bones that we relate to God as part of a
network of family, friends and neighbors.

Catholics cluster, they bond, they converge, they swarm.

Catholicism means "Here comes everybody!".

We are not areligion only for the saved, much less for those who think they are saved...

It's more fun being Catholic because it's more fun to belong to something than to be a
religious lone walf...

by Father Andrew Gredley,
quoted in "'l Like Being cathalic’,
by Leach and Borchard,
Doubleday, October 2000

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

...the uncle of a cadet ('05), who is fighting cancer. Please remember him and his
family.

...the Class of 2006, asit begins the Academic year and celebrates " Acceptance
Wesekend".

...family members of the Class of 2006 who will travel this weekend to celebrate
"Acceptance” into the Corps.

...al members of the Class of 2004 asthey prepare for Sunday's " Affirmation

...The Class of 2003 asit prepares to celebrate "Ring Weekend", and for al those who
will travel to celebrate the weekend with them.

...l those who will be participating in the "Plebe Retreats' over Ring Weekend.

...any cadetswho are on Medica Leave and dl in Cadetland who have any medica
problems.

...dl family or friends of the members of the Corpswho died over the summer.

..dl our military personnd and their families throughout the world, especidly those
in arees of risk.



GOT A QUESTION? (FEEL FREE TO WRITE ME WITH QUESTIONS,
AND I'LL ANSWER THEM HERE)
Q: Can you give me run-down of what Communion iswhen you do it in your Masses?

(I'm aBaptist, and | believethat it is a representation of Christ's blood and body, and

it'sareproduction of the Last Supper, which makes us dl part of the body of Chrigt,

or his church).

A Caholics bdieve that when someone receives Holy Communion, he or sheis uniting
him/hersdf to the living Jesus of Nazareth as He exigs now - inglory - in the presence

of our Father-God. In other words, we believe that Jesusistruly present in the

consecrated bread and wine, and we receive his body, blood, soul and divinity under

the forms of bread and wine.

The Catholic tradition uses the words "Real Presence” to describe this belief. We

hold that in the Eucharigt, Jesus Chrigt - as God and man - makes himsdf whally and

entirely present. For us, there certainly is symbolism involved, but at its essence, we

believein a"red" presence of the Risen Lord in the el ements of bread and wine.
So naturaly, we would have a problem with your use of the word "representation”

amply because we believe that after the words of consecration "Thisis my body...this

ismy blood", the glorified Chrigt istruly present.

And not by any power of the priet, either. As an early Church writer put it:
It is not man that causes the things offered

to become the Body and Blood of Chrigt, but

he who was crucified for us, Christ himsdif.

The priest, in therole of Chrit, pronounces

these words, but their power and grace are God's.

Thisismy body, he says. Thisword transforms

the things offered.
. John Chrysostom (d. 407 AD)
"De proditione ludee’, 1.6

The bread and wine don't smply "represent” Jesus, they actualy become Jesus. The bread
and wine are transformed.

But we do not believe that this presenceisa"physica” one, nor do we understand the words
"body" and "blood" to refer to the material body and blood that you and | have.

We recelve Jesusin his"glorified” date - that is, the condition heisin since his Resurrection
from desth.

S0, of course, that leads to the question: if we're talking about "body" and "blood" in another
dimension than the one we live in, what exactly do we mean? What isa"glorified" body? How
does it differ from the body that you and | have now?

We don't know the full answers to those questions, but Cathalic tradition has dways firmly
believed that however it happens, the bread and wine are truly the living and glorified Chrig,
present among us for our sanctification.



Going on with your question, we would certainly agree that Holy Communion unites usto the
Last Supper (and aso to Jesus death on the cross and to his Resurrection, too)...and that it
creates and strengthens the bond between us as believers that we cal "The Church”. We believe
the Holy Eucharist to be the basic bond of the Church. St. Augustine (d. 430) said it best, when
he preached to his congregation after they had received Holy Communion. He said:

Y ou have received the body of Chrigt;
you must become that which you have received.
The whole spectrum of the Catholic idea about the Eucharist can be summed up in astanze
from amedieva hymn by the theologian Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274):
O sacred Banquet,
in which Christ becomes our food,
the memory of his passon is renewed,
the soul isfilled with grace,
and a pledge of future glory isgivento us.

Hope tha gives you some ingght into our views. Please write again if you'd like any further

claification.

THEOLOGY EVERY CATHOLIC SHOULD KNOW:
PRE-EXISTENCE:
In theologica terms, PRE-EXISTENCE refersto the belief that Jesus Christ - asa " person”
- did not originate at his "higtorica birth" but in some sense existed BEFOREHAND as an
"eternd bang'.
Y ou don't find this explicitly stated in Mastthew, Mark of Luke's Gospels, but John's Gospel
isvery clear about it:
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God...
All things came to be through him...
And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us...
John 1:1-3,14
You dsofind it pretty clear in . Paul:
Although he (Christ) was in the form of God,
he did not consider being equa to God
something to be clung to.
Rather, he emptied himsdif,
taking the form of adave,
coming in human likeness...
Philippians 2.6-7
Y ou can dso find this expressed in Colossians and in Hebrews, and it is the cornerstone of
what we believe about Jesus of Nazareth, whom we call "The Christ".
So we say that even though "Jesus - the human being” certainly did have ahuman originin
the womb of his mother Mary AND is human in every way we are (except Sn),



it was God's Word (whom we cal "The Son") who joined himself to this human being,
and 50, Jesus of Nazareth (human) was aso "The Word" or "The Son™ (divine).
Thisis called the doctrine of the "Incarnation”.
Thus, in our Creed, we profess bief in
...Jesus Chrig, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
onein being with the Fether...
But then, "The Son" enters human higtory, as we continue in the Creed:
...by the power of the Holy Spirit,
he was born of the Virgin Mary...
was crucified, died and was buried, etc...
Jesus Chrigt, then, is consdered to be ONE person with TWO natures - a divine nature and
ahuman nature - and this bdlief is crucid to the Cathaolic faith.
If Jesus Christ were not truly divine, he could not deliver on his promises to us about "eterna
sdvation”...and why would we pray to him.
And if hewere not truly human, he would not have any credible rdationship to us as human
beings, and why would we find any comfort in him.
So we believe in a Redeemer who can ddiver on his promises precisely because he is " God-
How these TWO natures of hisinteracted (for example, did his"diving' nature provide his
"human” nature with any perks...like "knowing things before they happen™?) is the subject of
another discussion.
But the fact remains. the Incarnation is the foundation of Catholic belief and has been the
center of controversy and discussion in the Church for the last two thousand years.

UNSOLICITED SPIRITUAL THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:
"Make progress, my brothers;
examine yourselves honestly again and again...
Do not be content with what you are...
Always add something more,
keep moving forward,
always make progress.”
. Augudtine
Sermon 169

And that'stheway it is aday like dl days, filled with those events that dter and illuminate our
time...
and YOU ARE THERE!!



Best of luck to al of you as you begin academics.

And know that we pray for you dl thetime.

Let me know if | can be of assstancein any way.
Woodie



